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Book Review... 


Placement Handbook for Counseling Disabled Persons by 
Chrisann Schiro Geist, Ph.D., and William A. Calzaretta, 
Ph.D., Springfield, Ill. Charles C. Thomas Publisher, 1982, 
331 pages. $37.50. 


This is the first really comprehensive handbook on plac- 
ment issues. It puts the ultimate goal of rehabilitation ef- 
forts; namely, placement of the disabled person, into 
perspective. The authors’ major thesis is that placement 
must become an issue from day one of the rehabilitation 
process in order for rehabilitation efforts to succeed and 
thus, make vocational rehabilitation a cost-effective pro- 
gram. 

The authors effectively address the critical placement 
issues including: incentives/disincentives to placement, and 
how to address them in the most positive way; uses of the 
Dictionary of Occupational Titles; sources and utilization of 
Labor Market Information; job analysis and adaptation of 
work sites; job-seeking skills-training; and job development. 
The only shortcoming of the work is what this writer con- 
siders to be over emphasis on formal evaluations, and 
hence, too little emphasis on informal vocational diagnosis. 

The authors offer a conceptual solution to the problem of 
having to select between client-centered and selective ap- 
proaches to placement. They call this method a systems ap- 
proach, which means it is a systematic way of assuring that 
all variables in regard to placement will be considered at the 
appropriate time. In that respect, it is a comprehensive ap- 
proach that can be adopted by any rehabilitation per- 
son/agency. It delineates a more scientific approach to the 
art of placement and includes case studies in the utilization 
of the model. 
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This book is an effective, useable handbook, and as such, 
should be read and retained for reference by rehabilita- 
tionists concerned with the ultimate placement of disabled 
persons. In addition, it is a valuable textbook in regard to 
placement for students in rehabilitation counseling pro- 
grams. 

Joseph E. Havranek, Assistant Chief, 
ReEmployment Services, Rehabilitation Division, 
Industrial Commission of Ohio 
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